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OUR  WORTHY    DEflD. 


Sketch  by  Dr. Sam'l Henderson 


RPftlU     20th,     1HB2. 


REV.   DANIEL  P.   BESTOR.  D.  D. 

I  doubt  not  tluit  cvei-v  niiiiisttM-  can  rcciir  hack  to  liis 
earlier  years,  thai  for-malive  pciiod  in  his  own  life,  when 
he  met  .s(jnie  ])i'('a(.h('r  who  (;anie  up  to  his  idnal  of  that 
Kacred  calling,- — whose  niatlei*,  .stvle  and  dchvcrv — whose 
talents,  culture  and  piety — whosedf'jiort  men! ,  manners  and 
att I'activeness — made  him  just,  what,  he  thou<;hl  every 
minister  oujiht  to  he.  And  such  was  my  estimate  of  the 
Rev,  Daniel  P.  Hestor  when  first  I  met  him,  just  as  I  had 
completed  my  teens,  irj  tin;  year  18f*57,  at  tht;  Wewoken 
campmeetino  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  wheti  he  eamc  to 
deliver  a  mcMnorial  sei-mon  for  the  lam('nt('(lJinlj;(' Lawler, 
as  I  liav(!  ali'eady  iiKMitK)ned  in  my  sketch  of  tiiat  justly 
distin}j,uished  man.  Mr.  I'estor  was  then  in  the  prim<M)f 
life,  ami  was  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  lai<;-est  femah;  semi- 
naries in  the  State,  at  (ireensboro.  In  his  person  he  was 
sli«;htly  b(;low  the  av<M"aoe  heioht,  but  in  symmetry  the 
most  perfect  one  ever  sees.  Indeed,  his  body  was,  so  to 
exjjress  it,  the  exact  counter])art  of  his  mind.  It  seems  as 
if  the  author  of  our  spirits  and  the  maker  of  our  frames, 
intendin<^  to  bestow  so  s])arklin<;'  a  jewel,  encased  it  in  a 
casket  of  faultless  mould.  Thiid<in^-of  him  at  thisdistance 
of  time  as  he  was  in  those  days  of  his  broad<\st  usefuln(;ss 
and  power,  I  can  only  s.ay  that  his  whole  persoiuwl  came 
nearer  beinj;-  an  incarnation  of  pure  intellection  and  refined 
and  pious  emotion  than  any  mau  I  (^yev  saw. 


Daniel  Perrin  Be.stor  was  l)orn   February  2(1,  171)7, 
atSuffield,  Conn.;  removed  to  Kentncky  vvIkmi  quitiiyoun«>-, 
and  was  converted  at  Lexit)<iton,  nndiM-  tlu;  j^reachinf;"  of 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Fishbnck,  at  tlio  aj2,e  of  tw<;n<y-two,  and 
commenced    preacliin<»;  at  once,   under  Dr.  Fisliback's  in- 
struction,    lie  had  ]>reviously  studied  law,  butabandoned 
it  for  his  hi<2,her  calling-.     Kenjainin^'  in  Lexin2:ton  about 
two  years  aftei-  this,   he  s(itllcd    in    North  Alabaiija,  at 
Athens,  and  in  1825  married  Miss  I'^liza  J.   Townes,  the 
dau<2,hter  of  John  Townes,  a  j)rominent  law^'er  and  planter 
in  Lawrence  county,  who  himself  subsequently  becanieone 
of  the  most  ])r()minent   and    useful    P.aptist   ])reachers  in 
that  part  of  the  Htate.     About  the  year  W,^t^,  he  removed 
to  Cireensboro,  Ala.,  and  r«'sided  thei-e  thirteen  years,  and 
established   a  fenude  senuuary    that   became  one  of  the 
most  ])0|)ular  scliools  in  the  State,     fie  used  phiyfully  to 
say,  that  the  younf^;  men  of  Alabama  owed  him  a  vastdebt 
of  j>'ratitude,  for  that  he  had  educated  n(!arly  a  thousand 
wives  for  them.     Perhaps  we  never  had  in  our  Stateainan 
who  excelled  him  in  adajjtability  tosuch  a  work.   To  talents 
of  the  first  <)i-der,  he  added  a  culture  the  most  I'etined,  and 
possessed  withal  administrative  capacities  such  as  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  fewest  numbei-  of  men.     He   was   a   kind   of 
pioneer  in   this   resfmct,   and    to  him,  more  than  to  any 
other  man,  we  owe  that  hi<j,h  standafdof  femaleeducation 
which  has  ^\veu  to  Alabama  itsnobletypeof  womanhood, 
and  of  which  the  Judson  Institute  and  the  Central  Female 
Collefi,e,  and  we  mioht  add,    t  lu^    I'^ast   Alabama    Female 
('olle^e,  befoi-e  it  was  reiluced  to  ashes,  were  the  fruits. 

In  384(),  ho  removed  to  Sumtei'  (county,  where  he  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farmin^and  j)reachin<2,for  ten  y<iais. 
This  was  the  period  of  his  j>roates1  usefulness.  And  I  may 
as  well  add  just  here  Ihat  with  all  those  abilities  thatfiave 
him  such  a  breadth  of  inlluence  in  the  State,  and  that 
made  him  the  charm  of  every  circle,  he  possessed  that 
balance  of  mind  we  call  common  sense  to  that  degree  that 
made  hini  a  model  in  all  the  practicalities  of  life.  He 
always  maintained  that  the  judgnjont,  skill,  industry  and 
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economy  \vl»ieli  a  miiiisloi-  displayed  in  mana<iin<»'  liiis 
[)riv;ite  affairs  \vei-(!  a  fair  critei'ioii  by  whieli  to  jiid^e  ai 
liis  usefulness  and  success  ns  a  |)astor.  If  he  failed  at 
home,  he  would  fail  elsewhere.  Whih;  he  l)eli(;ve(l  as  sin- 
cerely as  any  man  that  pastors  ou^ht  to  he  su|)port«'d  hy 
their  churches,  he  always  maintained  that  no  obli^Mtions 
conld  (iver  l)e  itn])osed  hy  (Icjd  oi-  m<in  u|)on  any  minister 
that  would  release  him  fi'om  the  vows  of  the  marriage 
altar,  where  he  assumed  the  i-esponsiljilities  of  head  of  the 
fannly,  and  that  to  imj)overish  his  fanuly  to  preat'h  to 
cliurehes  that  would  not  pay,  was  a  crime  against  human- 
i(y.  In  his  t'sl  imalion,  the  suhlimest  nuinsterial  consecra- 
tion is  found  in  our  country  churches  wlien  (iodly,  zealous 
men  worked  six  days  in  th(*  week  on  their  farms  for  the 
j)rivile^(i  of  j)r('aclnii^  on  the  seventh.  I'^or  such  men  he 
always  had  a  warm  place;  in  his  heai't,  and  an  earnest 
"(iod  hlessyou"  in  his  ^■r('etin<i\  Some  of  t  he  most  ehxpK'in 
and  touchim;'  tributes  1  ever  heard  from  his  lips  were  paid 
to  these  men. 

In  185(),  Mr.  liestor  i-emoved  his  propei'ty  to  Mississippi, 
ami  settled  a  phintation  t  h(!re,  whicli  he  kept  iij)  until  tiie 
war  closetl,  hut  he  resided  in  Mobile  until  tin;  war  broke 
out,  when  he  lelired  to  his  farm  and  «i,a ve  it  his  ])eist)nal 
supervision  until  the  surrend(;r.  On  the  r(\storation  of 
})(;ace,  he  took  char^(^  of  I  he  l>a[jtist  church  in  (,'olumbus, 
Miss.,  whei'e  he  remaind  until  his  death. 

I  hav(;  no  means  of  knowing-  tin;  nund»er  of  churches 
Ik;  s(n'ved  <is  ))astor  durin;:;  iiis  h)n^,  laborious  and  us<;ful 
life.  The  followin<!,' are  th(;  most  promineiit :  Athens,  La- 
(irran<i,e,  tJreensboro,  Sprin<;-  Hill,  (Jainsville,  Sumterville, 
Livingston  and  Mobile,  in  .Vlabama,  and  ('olumbus,  in 
.MiHsissi|)pi.  His  ministerial  lahois  were  arduous  and 
abundant,  and  were  almost  always  without  remuneration. 
He  was  blessed  with  a  compelency  of  this  world's  <>,oods 
all  throuj»ii  his  life,  and  churches  in  those  days  wei'e  not 
in  the  habit  of  i^ayinji' even  theii-  poorest  pastorsanythiiifi,- 
worthy  the  name  of  a  salary.  Hein^-  in  independent  c\v- 
cumstances  himself,  he  would  often,  on  prop<'i-  occasions. 


stir  up  tlie  eliiirclios  as  to  their  duty  to  their  pastoi's  in  a 
manner  that  they  wouhl  not  lii<ely  for<;et,  and  in  this  way 
did  a  vast  amount  of  «j,ood  for  ids  ministerial  bretliren. 
I  remember  one  of  these  occasions  as  if  it  \vei-e  ycslcM-day, 
thoufih  it  lias  be(!n  over  thirty  years  a^o.  lb;  wasshow  in^- 
tliat  a  nHnist(M''s  sahiry  was  an  honest  debt,  as  much  so 
as  the  bill  of  a  mereliant,  blacksndth,  or  any  othei-,  and 
that  a  failure  to  pay  it  was  as  dishonest  as  to  rej)U(bale 
any  other  lionest  debt — that  pastors  were  nt)t  paupers  to 
be  fed  by  ])nblic  charitii.'s,  but  <i,ifts  from  (Jhiist  and  em- 
ployees of  churches,  whose  rit;ht  to  their  ''wa<ies"  was  a 
matter  of  divine  ordination,  to  disi*ej;ard  winch  would  be 
a  pal{)a,ble  infraction  of  the  law  of  (Mirist;  and  coneluded 
by  rin^inj;'  out  in  his  own  irnmitable  styli!  about  these 
words:  "I  am  not  a  bej^<i,ur,  brethren!  I  am  ncjt  pleadin;^- 
foi- be^'^ars !  1  am  a|)|)ealin^- to  you  foi*  sim|)le  justice  to 
the  most  deservin<;'  class  of  laboi-ei's  that  evei-servedyou — 
Inliorers  that,  do  more  for  l((ss  money  than  any  on  which 
the  sun  shines.  (Jharity  indeed!  1  throw  back  t  he  imputa- 
tion !  Not  oni!  dollar  of  that  kind  of  nauiey  luis  ever 
entered  this  {)Ock(!t,"  said  he,  "and  nevei-  shall  while  1 
liav"  a  brain  to  tJiink  or  hamis  to  laboi'." 

in  those  days,  1  i-an  scai'cely  think  how  the  iJaplist 
(.'onvention  of  Alabama  ccjuld  have  been  what  ii  waswilh- 
out  liestorand  Devotie.  They  w<Me  in  many  respects  the 
coiinter|»arts  of  each  (dhei-.  Personally  devoted  to  one 
another,  t  hei-e  was  just  t  hose  difft'i-ences  in  their  temi)era- 
ineiit  ami  mental  characteristics,  that  made  the  occasions 
of  their  mcetin<i'  in  oui'  conventions  and  associations 
sources  of  the  nu)st  lively  iidcrest  to  tlieii-  brethren.  I'ro- 
j)ositions  woidd  come  uj)  for-  dis(;ussion  that  would  put 
each  of  them  upon  ills  hi;ihest  mettle,  and  it  would  be 
"(Jr(!ek  meetin;i;  (ireek,""  not  in  hostile  ari'ay,  but  in  that 
broad  ran^c  of  debate,  tiiat  ;4('nial,  spicy  rejiarlce,  that 
courteous,  in<2,-enuous.  ma  idy  spirit,  that  iieverde^cnerali'd 
into  the  sli<;htest  animosit.\ .  1  can  recall  some  ol'  these 
occasions  with  a.  A'ividness  as  if  they  had  been  lajl  ycster- 
da\'.   in  which  we  were  treated   wit  ii  some  of  I  he  iiiii-st  e\- 
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tonii)ori;^od  spoakiii;^,-  to   which    I    havo  t'vor  li.stcnod  aii.y- 
whero.     If  1  woro  to  contraKl,  or  ratlier  coni|)aio  thesclwo 
int'i),  1  shouhl  Hay  thai  Dovotie's  stylo   was  the  nior<!  iia- 
passioued,  J5eHtoi-\s  llie  more  brilliant— th(;  oik^  was  Mioic 
agj2,res8ive    and    bold,    the    otiiei'    the    more    caul  ions— 
the  one  was  sanguine  of  sHcooss,  thootlicr   was   coiiccincd 
to  prevent  a  failure-  tiie  one  had  nnboiindcd  coididcner  in 
his    brcthi'en.     the     ntlicr     measured     his     eonlidciiee     by 
results — the     one,     eonnnittcd     full.\'     (o   a    ^ix'eii     eaiisr, 
never  j)aused  to  ealculat(^  t  he  eon  liter  pois  of  o|)])osit  ion  to 
overcome,    the   otlici",    while  not    the  less  earnest,  always 
mai'shalleti    his    I'csonr'ccs  wisely    for  i'vcvy   emerecncN' ; — 
|)e\'ot  ie  enduxlieil  the  loftiest  eouiauc  with    the  siiblimest 
faith,  I'.est  or  combined  t  he  aeulest  saiiacity  with  thenu)st 
ferl  ile  resources — in  a   word,  the  one  was  the  incai'nalion 
of'(iodly  eid  husiasm,  1  he  ot  hi'i-  was  coiuinon  sense  orj^an- 
ized  11  nd  set  on   lire;  and   both   possessed   all   these  attrib- 
utes in  common  to  such  a  device  as  to  lay  t  he  found  at  ion 
for  a  lifedoii<;' sain-titied  friendship;  for  in   the  above  com- 
])aris()n,  I  ha  ve  only  iinlicaled   what   apjtears  t o  me  as  I  he 
salient   point  s  in  each  of  t  hese  noble  men.    I  >esl  or  has  jjone 
to  his  reward;   l)e\dlie  is  yet   spared,   thank  (iod,  and   is 
now  ^ivinj^,    in    our    nei^hbofinj^-  St;ite.    (Jeoi-eia.    to    the. 
cause  of  his  Master,  as  effecti\c  a  ser\'iee  .is  he  exec  pei-- 
formed  in  t  he  full  st  reiejt  h  of  his  manhood.     He  still  lives 
in  t  he  affect  ions  of  his  Alabama   biclhicii.  as  amoii^i;  I  lit^ 
happii'st  recollect  ions  of  by -^^o lie  ilays. 

Dr.  I'.est  or  w  ;is  for  soiiiel  ime  a  membei'  of  the  le^iisla- 
1  arcs  of  Alabam.i  and  Mississippi.  While  connecteil  with 
the  .\labama  Leeislat  lire  he  dist  in<^uished  himself  for  the 
hi^li  stand  he  look  on  popular  (>ducalion.  l-'or  many 
veais  he  was  one  oi  the  trustees  of  our  Slate  I 'ni  vei'si  t  y , 
dtirine'  t  lie  presidency  of  the  kite  Dr.  .Manly,  'i'liis  InoULilit 
him  into  th(!  most  inl  imate  I.  lilt  ions  w  it  h   Dr.   M.,  as  well 

as  wit  h  tli(Mea(lin,li'   ii  of  the  Slate.      I  le  was  devoted  1  o 

the  interests  of  the  I'liiversity,  and  always  clierisheil  the 
highest  resi)ect  and  veneration  for  its  dist  iii«juislie(|  i'resi- 
deiit .     I  le  often  sj)oke  of  \)v.  .Manly  as  t  he  w  isesi  man  and 
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ablest  minister  he  luul  over  met.  In  the  intimacy  find 
tenderness  of  tlieir  fi-iendshij)  for  each  other,  we  \\t'r<.' often 
reminded  of  David  and  Jonatlian.  Tlie  massive  inlelh'et 
and  mellow  piety  of  Dr.  Maidy,  antl  the  broad  cnlturt;  and 
elevated  and  rehned  sensibility  of  Dr.  I'c.stor,  furnished 
the  basis  for  the  hai»iji('st  social  and  Chritttian  relations 
known  on  earth.  Dy  a  sin<.;nlar  coincidence  in  tlod's 
])i'Ovidence,  they  both  died  within  a  few  months  of  each 
other,  and  of  the  same  (Jisease,  and  ai'e  now  united  in  a 
hifiher  and  holier  service  than  they  evei-  rendered  in  this 
world,  and  their  names  are  now  associated  in  oui-  minds 
with  our  sweetest  concejjti(jns  of  heaven. 

As  an  indicati(Mi  of  how  Dr.  Bestor  was  esteemed  by 
those  who  knew  him  best,  he  was  fieciuently  elected  to  the 
presidencies  of  colie^^es  and  hi;4h  schools,  but  declined 
them.  He  also  had  fre(]uent  calls  to  Northern  churc-hes, 
some  of  tiiem  (iuil<i  tenii)tin<i'  and  desirable:  but  his  at- 
tachment to  th(i  land  of  his  choice  was  ardent  and  sincere, 
and  he  never  could  consent  to  leave  it.  No  man  ever  lived 
amotiu-  us  who  loved  the  '•  Sunny  South  "  ujore  ai'dently 
than  he. 


Sketch  by  Dr.  E.  B.  Teague, 

JUNE,     IBQr. 

REV.   D.  p.   BESTOR.   D.  D. 

Mr.  Bestor,  as  lio  wns  always  ralN'ci  till  late  in  life, 
canio  from  Coiiiiecticiit  uliilc  almost  a  l)oy.  and  tau;^liL  a 
llourisljiiig  school  at  Bowling-  (Jrecn,  K<'nt  iicUy.  Soon,  a 
marked  subject  ot"  ('oiivertin<2,'  jirace,  he  he^an  to  pleach 
before  he  reached  his  aiajorit  y,  wit  h  an  impression  vei-y 
inucii  like  Si)iii-^e()n,  pi'esentl\'  coniinj;  to  Nashville  and 
lluntsville,  as  he  told  me.  he  ti-ied  to  ])eisna(Je  them  to 
fnrnish  him  a  bare  support  that  Ik;  mi<j,ht  ^ivc  lnn)s«'lf 
wholly  to  the  ministry,  "but  they  wouldn't  doit."  lie 
tlierefoi'e  decided  he  would  riMuain  a  sin<ile  man,  and  if, 
indul<i'in«>;  th(i  passion  of  his  soul,  he  suffered  lik(i  I'aul,  it 
would  b(?  no  injustice  to  anybody.  liut,  thrown  in  his 
evaii<»'elistica]  work  with  Major  Townes,  an  active  ndnisici' 
and  wealthy  Vir<i,iriia  plantei- who  had  settled  in  .N'oil  li 
Alabama — havinji"  derived  his  title  from  sei'vice  in  .lack- 
son's  war — he  very  natuially  was  sometimes  invited  to 
the  liome  of  th(?  latter;  and  becomin«i-  acipiainttid  wit  li  his 
daufi,-hters  was  interested  in  them;  so  that  oik^  day  when 
pai'tin^'  with  one  of  them,  as  he  let  ^o  Ikh-  hand,  h<' 
solid,  "you  can  iia.ve  me  for  a  husband  if  you  will."  Sh(! 
became  the  mother  of  his  childi-en.  Repeating'  this  matter 
to  me  many  yeai's  after,  he  said  "A  pr<'tt.v  wonuin  will 
play  the  mischief  with  a  man's  |)hil()s<)i»liy."  Soon  he 
established  a  IVmale  School  at  La(iran^c,  maintained 
successfully  for  a,  number  of  _\'ears.  Ab-an while,  he  was 
very  active  in  the  miidstry,  ]U"eachin^;  all  over  the  Tennes- 
see Valley,  aiu]  bajtt  iziufi"  lai'^.'  numbers,  HouKjtimes  by  his 
own  authoi'ity  as  a  ndnistcM",  wIkj,  wIkmi  criticised,  replied 
in  the  lan^uaj^e  of  Vardenian  of  Kent  ueky,  "I  havea  ri^;ht 
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to  mai'k  nij  Master's  sliooj)  wherever  1  find  tliein."  His 
t lieol(j<:y,  as  lie  told  me,  was,  in  those  days,  extremely 
Calvanistic:  he  iisetj  lo  preach  "eternal  justidcation,"  or 
;is  he  i)Ut  it  that  "thiM'leet"  wei-e  'virtually  justified,"  from 
everlastinji,'.  Later  his  views  weie  wry  much  those  of 
Andrew  J^'uller,  some  thou^zht  ver^in<;  on  Armenianism, 
hut  this  I  know  was  not,  true.  Removiii<i'  to  (Jreensljoro, 
Alabama,  he  conducted  a  famous  l^'emale  School  theic  foi- 
many  years,  and  laiilt  u|)  a  stron^^,'  and  wcfdthy  church. 
Tin's  last  hedid.for  ten  \eai's,  without  moiie\-  and  wilii- 
oul^  {)ric(>.  I  suppose  his  lirethi'en  Ihoii^hl  ii  was  sufficient 
to  paironize  his  scliool.  He  said  in  m_\  pul]>it  at  Cnnlon, 
Alabama,  after  retiring'  to  his  plantation  in  .\lississi|)j)i, 
that  for  thirty  years'  preaching  he  had  not  rec<'ived  money 
enou*>h  to  buy  a  handk<.'rchief  for  himself  oi"  a  penknife 
foi-  his  dauj^liteis.  During'  this  period  lie  \v;is  often  offered 
"|)ayin<2,"'  city  pastorates,  which  meant  a  bai-e  living' in 
thos(Mlays,  l>utliedid  not  see  lit  to  subject  his  family'  to 
the  usual  straits  of  •settleil  pjistors"  faniili(^s.  Later  in 
life  he  was  no  doubt  well  cared  for  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  ( 'o- 
lumbus,  Mississippi.  1Miis  historico-bio^raphic  jiara^raph 
seemed  necessai'y  to  the  sketch  followin;4'. 

Ml",  r.esloi'  was  a,  \'ery  accomplished  belles  jetties 
scholar,  and  extensixclN'  ac(piainled  with  science,  especi- 
ally natuial  history  and  eiitcjinolo^y.  He  once  said  to  me 
as  we  walked  out  in  the  summer  time,  "1  know  mon^ibout 
the  bircJs  and  tin?  bujis  and  tlu;  insects  than  any  man  in 
the  country.''  1  ncn^ei'  knew  any  other  man,  as  Ithoii<iht, 
so  ])ei-f(H'tly  adapted  to  lill  the'  place  of  l'iincij)al  in  a 
Female  Seminaiv.  His  jjcrson,  manner,  habits,  weri? 
above  criticism.  I'olished  and  relined  to  the  utmost  de- 
•ii'ee,  his  conversation  oveillowcd  with  sparkling'  thought, 
bri^litest  humor,  aiiu  varied  and  l)oundless  information. 
11(>  calle(l  out  all  that  was  in  a  youii^'  lady,  his  ])ublic  ex- 
aminations becomiii<i  proveibially  brilliant.  His  presence 
every whei'e  in  the  social  circle  was  an  rjvation.  In  d(;bate 
or  rei)artee'  1  nevt'r  knew  anyone  to  encounter  him  wit  lioiil 
comiiiL!' off  second  best  at  most.     1  once  ni-rved  mvself  up, 
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as  we  rode  in  a  bu^-^y  f()p,('tlier,  to  i-etnoiistrate  with  him 
for  iiiixiiiji;  in  jiolitie.s  as  he  did  a  <;oo(l  (h'jil,  tie(|uently 
^•oiiijj,-  to  the  le.uisK-iture  and  indnl^inj;-  in  sjieakinj^'  on  tlie 
hustings.  "Oh,"  he  replied,  "1  am  no  priest:  yon  and 
brothel-  Clement  are  ))riesls!  "  He  was  once  dininji'  witli  a 
brother  liody  in  the  "eaneltrake,"  <|ui(e  a  company  beiii'i' 
pi-esent.  Suddenly  dropping;-  his  fork  and  carver,  the 
brol  her  exclaimed,violent  ly  ,uest  i(mlatin<i- with  both  hands, 
"Why  don't  you  preach  more,  bi-ot  her  I  >est  or?  If  I  had 
your  talents,  1  would  ride  uf)  ami  down  all  over-  the  State 
and  set  it  alire."  •'Very  well,  brother  l'>,"  he  responded, 
"1  will  make  you  a  fair  |)roposition.  Von  ou^ht  to  be  as 
much  concerned  about  the  salvation  of  the  |)eoi)le  as  1.  i 
understand  you  have  an  income  of  twenty  thousand  ilollars 
a.  year.  Youi-  fandly  is  ab(*ut  the  si/.' of  mine.  I  know 
you  can  live  comfoitably  on  ten  thousand,  dust  j^ive  me 
the  othei- ten  and  1  will  ^ive  myself  wholly  to  preaching." 
In  the  j»residential  camj)aifi,n  when  <!en.  Scoll  was  the 
Whi«;'  candidate,  brother  I'x'stor  was  appoint<'d  on  the 
Scott  electoi-al  ticket,  ami  in  1  he  course  of  the  canvass  •iot 
ovei- into  i^owndes  county,  .Mississippi,  and  had  s|)ok<'n  in 
('olund)us  l-'riday  oi- Saturday,  where  h(>  had  delivert'd  his 
famous  series  of  discourses  on  the  fulfillment  of  jirophecy, 
ami  convinced  several  inli(h'ls;  and  where  he  could  nevi-r 
pass  withoul  tin;  |)eople  calling-  on  him  to  preach.  On 
this  occasion,  tin'  larj^c  house.  <iallery  and  all,  was  tilled 
to  its  ut  most  capacity.  Just  as  the  preacher  I'ose,  hymn 
book  in  han(J,  a  messen<j,er  from  *"(iov.  Whit  held"  as  he 
was  called,  havin<i,'  been  such  ex-otlicio  for  a  t  ime,  as  I'resi- 
deuL  of  the  Senat(M)n  the  election  of  the  (iovernor  to  the 
United  StatesSeuate,  with  much  diflicnlty  «|()t  through  the 
crowded  aisle  to  the])ulpil,  and  beckonini;-  t  o  t  he  preacher 
who  stooped  down  to  hear,  whispered  "(J()V.  Whit  Held 
wishes  me  to  say  he  honois  you  in  your  pi'oper  place;  but 
cannot  ^et  his  conscMit  to  heai-  a  man  [preach  on  Sumiay 
who  has  been  dabblinj;'  in  jx  litics  all  the  week."  ■■Tell 
brother  Whittield  theic  is  no  loom  in  the  house  for  him," 
1-eplied  the  pi-eacher,  and  proceede<l  as  if  nolhin;^-  had  hap- 
pened,    ((lov.  Whitlield  was  a  leadinj;-  Democrat.) 
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Thus  UDdistinguiHliod  in  many  tliiiij^K  fioni  men  of 
other  callin«2,s,  free  from  i\w.  Hli<ilito.st  lin^(;  of  cnnt,  with  a 
rml  lire  eoiistit  utioiially  rollicksome,  and  n  keen  relish  of  all 
tliej^ood  thinjis  of  this  life,  brother  Hestoi-  univcrsalJN'  es- 
t«M?med  i\  ^ood  and  lionf^stly  I'eli^ious  man,  was  not  snj)- 
f»ost'd  hy  a  <i,()od  rnaiiv  to  Ix*  s|)e('ially  (h'vont.  This  was 
a  mistake.  In  nnieh  intimate  inli're'oiirs<^  with  him,  for 
ten  years,  I  never  heard  him  utter  a  sentiment  oi'  imlnljie 
in  an  allusion  that  was  not.  as  pure  as  (lie  virgin  snow. 
lie  sometimi's  felt  and  manifested  a  just  indi^nat  i(jn.  lie 
yearned  ov(M' fallen  men;  was  ))rofoundly  rev<M'('nt  ial;  uni- 
formly talked  of  his  Saviour  with  (mu^tion;  was  teaifully 
tend(M-  in  the  pidpit;  and  mainft\sted  a  foi-j^ivinji,'  spirit  to- 
wards hiserities  and  enemies,  I  have  heard  him  say  with 
ehokin<2,- emotion,  "I  wish  (iod  may  foi'^iive  thi*m  as  frec|\- 
as  1  do." 

Dr.  Bestf)r's  preaching-  was  yvvy  l\\ur,  analytic,  hnnin- 
ous,  exhaustive,  without  a,n  iri-elevant  sentence  or  word; 
lo<;ical,  ima<ii native,  illustrations  most  beautiful  pom- 
in<>' in  on  his  brain  like  a  show(.'r  of  stars.  He  was  the 
most  finished  speaker  of  the  hundred  I  have  heard,  whom 
I  ever  met.  Voice,  person,  action,  lan;.;uai:;,e,  were  j)erfeel. 
Words  Howed  as  easy  as  l)reathin<i'.  You  werc^  won,  en- 
jrajjfod,  entranced  often.  A  sensible  man  not  mucii  attract- 
f'x\  by  ordinary  ju-eachers,  said  when  he  heard  Ilesioi-,  he 
was  afraid  to  bat  his  eyes  lest  he  should  lose  a  woid.  In 
a  word,  I  constantly  think  of  Shakespeare's  portrayal  of 
man  as  a  marvel  in  (iod's  work  when  recalline'  I)i-.  Hestor's 
iiccomiilishments :  "  What  a  piece  of  work  is  man!  How 
noble  in  mien!  How  infinite  in  faculties!  In  form  and 
moviri«i',  how  expi-ess  and  admirable!  In  action,  how  like 
an  an<.;('l!  In  apf)reliension,  how  like  a  (Jod!  The  beautv 
of  the  woild!     The  paraji^'on  of  aninials." 


) 


1   ^v- 


'  ''■/t-'-ll 


EL 
LS 

ilor- 
lit 


Dr. 

con- 
fer 
aeld. 
'  for 

1  of- 
hose 

hOTll 

r.  C. 
the 

jtves, 
W. 

illPS, 

iper; 
rick, 
j;  .T. 
^ow- 
'Ino- 
r'arl 
ilng- 
i;  J. 
alla- 
lore; 
alio; 
<lrl^, 
a;  J. 
igljt, 

1.   D. 

en- 


BESTOR   MEMORIAL 


At 


Pioneer    Baptist    IMinis'er    Lauded 
8<ute   Conferencp. 

A  resolution  memorializing-  the  late 
Rev.  Daniel  I'triin  Bettor,  pioneer 
Baptist  preacher  of  Alabama,  was 
passed  by  the  Alabama  Baptist  con- 
vention 3t  the  final  se£r.5-lon  of  its  an- 
nual meeting  at.  the  Dauphin  Way 
Baptist    churi'h,    ycsterdaA-. 

The  resolution,  offeicd  by  Rev.  AV. 
E.  Lockler,  junior  pjblor  of  the  Firt-t 
Baptist  chureh,  in  connei-tlon  with  his 
report  on  meniorials.  follows: 

*'^^'herca.rs  froin  time  immemorial  it 
ha.s  been  the  <u:siom  of  mon  to  bestow 
honor  upon  tboL-o  ti>  whom  honor  ia 
due;  and, 

"^^'hereHi,  ve  are  now  in  tiestion  in 
a.  city  under  whose,  grefn  velvety  sod 
rei-ts  the  niorl.-jl  remains  of  one  who 
so  faithfully  i-ei-\ed  tbr  cause  of  Ba.p- 
t.itits  in  this  state,  a  prnu-ely  scholar, 
a  matchless  minister  of  Jesus  <'hiist 
as  wrll  as  a  man  of  g.eat  faith;  and, 

"AA'hereas,  we  deem  it  our  duty  at 
all  tinie.;^  to  reverence  the  memory  of 
ou!f  fainted  soldiers  Lif  tiic  '.ros;,, 
therefore,    be   it 

"Rpsohcd,  That  we  rei.'ognize  in  the 
Rev.  I»anicl  T'orrln  Bt.v'Kr,  a  j>ioiue)- 
of  our  Baptist  denomination,  one  who 
was  ever  loyal  and  true  to  the  cause 
of  his  Master  and  King;  .-nid  be  it  fur- 
ther 

"Uesolved,  That  we  chII  uiion  our 
people  today  to  niatcb  his  vl.-^ion  and 
hi.',  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Jesus 
Christ  ynd  His  teachings  by  sacrificial 
giving  and  eon.secrated    service." 


who.se  terms  expire:  Mrs.  T.  G.  Bush, 
Mrs.  Key  :\Iurphrei=,  R.  A.  Porter,  \V. 
M.  Hudson,  J.  W.  Bowers,  A.  A. 
Iliitto. 

Tru.sfees  Alabama  Baptlat  Hospital 
—  B.  W.  Pruitt,  John  A.  Fuller,  B.  B. 
Finklea,  riTrs.  John  A.  Hurt,  G.  B. 
Hutllcs,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Alku,  R.  A. 
Rel.l,  N.  C.   Floyd. 

Trustees    of    Kewlon    IiiFfltute  —   Hi 


/\id 


AVi 
cilv    ( 
Assol 
at  a 
yestei 
the    a 
of   M< 
suppc 
v.ork 
^^ilI  CI 
newly 
to    ;i 
v,ho  b 
of  Ihi. 

The 
over   I 
repres- 
Hctud 
the    r( 
a  1  n  o  n  s 
era  I    b 
cxecut 
n-Avy  s 
tuti'in 
other  ] 
Follow 
rrpresf 
tommfi 
t:cdure, 

Mr.  , 
licrs  of 
such  a: 
its  ]i  u  r 
blr  pa 
V.  orl:    ii 


